
Associate of Science in Child Development (AS)            1

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT (AS)
This degree prepares students for entry-level employment and/or 
potential further study in the field of early childhood education programs. 
Students completing this degree will have a foundation in early childhood 
education through the study of child development theory and best 
practices in early care and education and will acquire skills and lab 
experience to orient them into the field of early childhood care and 
education workforce. It will also meet the education requirements to 
obtain a California Child Development Assistant, Associate Teacher or 
Teacher Permit.

Program Outcomes
• Students will demonstrate an understanding of influencing factors 

and strategies to utilize in effectively promoting partnerships 
between children, and their teachers, families, and/or communities.

• Based on knowledge of child development theories and principles, 
students will demonstrate the ability to apply developmentally 
appropriate practices in their work within early childhood. 

• Understand and demonstrate knowledge of ethical 
standards and professional behaviors that will be supportive of their 
role in the early childhood profession.

Career Opportunities
Upon successful completion of this degree, students will be educationally 
prepared for potential careers or employment in the following roles: 
owner or assistant at a licensed family child care (home daycare), 
teacher at a licensed child care facility, early intervention assistant, 
child development family specialist, instructional assistant in a special 
education classroom, after school para-educator, family services worker 
in a Head Start program, etc. Students who meet the work experience 
requirement to obtain a California Child Development teacher permit will 
be eligible to supervise a child care Associate Teacher, Assistant, and an 
aide in a licensed child care setting. 

Note
This degree is not designed for transfer; however, the courses included in 
this degree may be transferable and apply to other degrees designed for 
transfer.

 Program Requirements
Code Title Units
GENERAL EDUCATION AND SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 25

College of the Sequoias Associate Degree General Education 
(COS-GE)

+
REQUIRED MAJOR COURSES 24
CHLD 039 Child Growth and Development * 3
CHLD 042 Child, Family, and Community 3
CHLD 126 Observation and Assessment 3
CHLD 140 Principles and Practices of Teaching Young 

Children
3

CHLD 141 Practicum In Early Childhood Education 3
CHLD 148 Health, Safety, and Nutrition 3

CHLD 149 Introduction to Curriculum 3
CHLD 158 Teaching in a Diverse Society 3
+
ELECTIVES 14

Select additional degree applicable courses numbered 1-299 to 
achieve 60 units

=
TOTAL 60

* Course(s) meet General Education requirement and 3 units may double 
count above in COS-GE.

The Associate Degree requirements include completion of the:

1. Required Major and Restricted Elective courses with a minimum 
grade of "C" or better for each course (Required Major and Restricted 
Elective courses may be substituted with the approval of the Division 
Chair),

2. General Education requirements, and
3. A minimum of 60 units of degree-applicable courses numbered 

001-299. At least 12 units must be taken in residence at College 
of the Sequoias, with a "C" (2.0) average (see Associate Degree 
Requirements (https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuturecatalog.cos.edu%2Fassociate-
degree-requirements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdanielal%40cos.edu
%7Ccdf509fcbe0541525de708dd2e8e1629%7Ca1ac1160f96f4e1abad8aa9c4be537ae
%7C0%7C0%7C638717909975534704%7CUnknown
%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ
%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vY
%2FtRcsJbw0k6zI04fyP1rWRAAgk6JFJOIWk6ohdDVI
%3D&reserved=0) for additional details).
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